
Staying Relevant: Why Product  
Innovation and Continuous Reinvention 
are Key to the Success of Your Business

We’ve all heard versions of the line, “In a world that is constantly moving forward, if you’re  
standing still, you’re falling behind.” Business books are filled with the stories of once shining 
stars that once graced the front pages of business sections across the country – from Blockbuster 
and Borders to Eastman Kodak and Sears -- that, over time, have become irrelevant or simply 
disappeared altogether.

George C. Peterson, president of AutoPacific Inc., an automotive-specialist market research, 
product consulting and forecasting firm, has a had a front row seat in the unfolding story of an 
industry where an innovation missed can have serious consequences on a global scale. Peterson 
began his career in as a product design engineer in the light truck advanced engineering activities 
of Ford Motor Company’s Truck Operations.  Over the next 15 years, he worked in various roles for 
Ford, Lincoln-Mercury and Nissan before being named vice president of automotive programs for 
J.D. Power and Associates, a marketing information firm in Westlake Village.

Join us as George shares his first-hand experience working in a rough and tumble world where 
consumers choose winners and losers every day and how the imperative to stay ahead of the curve 
applies to every business. He’ll tell us about creating a culture of innovation and how continuous 
reinvention starts as a mindset with the leader of that culture. We’ll then finish off the morning 
with “Needs and Leads,” a resource-sharing process that empowers attendees to get and give the 
information they need by leveraging the network to help fill resource gaps and take advantage of 
new business opportunities.

SCMSDC’s MBE Input Committee Presents
“Breakfast with Champions” Speaker Series
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About Our Host
Burns & McDonnell Engineering is a full-service engineering, architecture, construction, 
environmental and consulting solutions firm, based in Kansas City, Missouri with offices 
throughout California. Their staff of 5,700 includes engineers, architects, construction
professionals, planners, estimators, economists, technicians and scientists, representing 
virtually all design disciplines. They plan, design, permit, construct and manage facilities all 
over the world, with one mission in mind: Making their clients successful.

About the MBE Input Committee
The MBE Input Committee (MBEIC) consists of minority business enterprises who are elected  
into membership by SCMSDC-certified MBEs. As a standing committee of the Board of Directors, 
it provides constructive input, promotes Council events and activities, develops programs, and 
serves as the liaison between corporate members, staff and MBEs. 

Contact
Marlene Nantell, Director of Business Development
mnantell@scmsdc.org

Southern California Minority Supplier Development Council Inc. 
800 W. 6th St., Suite 850  |   Los Angeles   |   California   |   90017-2711   |   www.scmsdc.org

When and Where
Wednesday, November 15, 2017
8:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.
 
Burns & McDonnell Engineering
140 S. State College Blvd.
Brea, CA 92821
Free, ample parking

Registration
Register now.  
Seating is limited.
Certified MBEs, $30  
Non-certified MBEs, $40

https://bandmcdbreakfastwithchampions.eventbrite.com
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